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“The willingness to show openness to
experiences are the key dispositional
factors that relate to achievement’

John Hattie

AMBITION | BRAVERY | KINDNESS
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Ambition for our Year 8 Curriculum:

Our very broad and balanced Year 8 Curriculum offers 16 subjects led by specialist teachers. The content of the National Curriculum is covered by the end of this year, and key
skills needed to prepare students for study at Key Stage 4 are developed throughout. The form tutor programme at Year 8 supports students to read increasingly widely, reflect on
their behaviours and approaches to learning, and organise their study habits and revision techniques in preparation for class tests.

Students continue to be assessed using our threshold system, which focuses on how much progress a student is making from the threshold they have reached. For further
information about this, please refer to the school website: Curriculum, Assessment. Class assessments take place at the end of a topic during normal lessons, to check overall
understanding of a topic and retention of prior topics. Opportunities are created for students to revisit content and address misconceptions where needed. Year 8s will sit formal
Assessments at the end of the Spring Term which will test their learning from the start of the year. This process of revisiting learning content is important as it allows students to
practise strategies for revising and develop long term memory. We know that the more times students visit learning content in different ways — the more likely they are to
remember. This foundation of learning is very important at this point in Key Stage 3, ahead of students beginning their Key Stage 4 examination courses. Teachers and form tutors
will help students prepare for tests, and you can also support your child at home, as we will provide a ‘revising booklet’ for this purpose.

Students will make choices this year, for further study at Key Stage 4. They are supported through our Career Programme, including having opportunities to meet our Independent
Career’s Advisor. In a fast-moving economic environment and ever-changing job market, discussions focus on personal strengths, preferences and broader employability skills, as
well as the obvious links from subjects to careers and the overall labour market.

The development of literacy and numeracy remain vital skills in Year 8. All Year 8s should carry a reading book with them. They will be required to read in form time, and will
continue to take part in the Accelerated Reader programme, led by the English Faculty, which encourages them to check their comprehension of books they read through a series of
quizzes. Reading every day, should be encouraged at home. All teachers will support students to develop their literacy, particularly through reading in lessons and learning key
vocabulary. Understanding key terminology now, will support them to make progress next year.

Bravery:

In Year 8, students are strongly encouraged to pursue extra- curricular activities to support their overall confidence and skills. With the increased confidence of ‘not being the
youngest’ in the school, and yet still being very early in their school life, this year is about exploring a wide range of activities and enjoying the breadth of opportunity on offer. The
programme of assemblies, Personal and Social lessons, and Life Ready Days in Year 8 encourage this growth, whilst supporting students to make the right decisions and stay safe.

Kindness:

In our Pastoral System, Year 8s continue to have a form tutor and a Year 8 tutor group they will meet each day. This will be the key member of staff who will support your child
with any day to day pastoral issues they may have. The Pastoral Manager will provide further support where needed, and the Head of Year will oversee the overall progress of
students. The Head of Year 8 is Mrs M Choudhury, and the Pastoral Manager for Year 8 is Ms J Allen. These members of staff know this year group very well, having supported
them through Year 7.



Alderbrook

Art

Autumn Term 2

Year 8 Curriculum

Computing

Portrait

Spring Term 2

Summer Term 1

Dance

Programming

Narrative Journey

Narrative Journey

Design and
Technology

Motif and Motif
Development
(Choreography)

Issues in Computing

Computer Systems &
Hardware

Drama

Music Players

Past, Present and Future
continued including

Storm Thorgerson album
covers (using stimuli for

English

Spoils of War

Food

Festive Dickens
A study of ‘A Christmas
Carol’

French

Dietary Fibre Water Food
Provenance

assessment lesson choreography)
True Cost of Textiles Lanterns
Fantastical Macbeth
William Shakespeare Revolution

‘The Taming of the
Shrew’

A study of ‘Animal Farm’
George Orwell

Mathematics

A Typical Weekend (Past &
Future)

Dietary Needs

Italian Cuisine How to modify
a recipe

Geography

Number and Algebra

Healthy Lifestyle: Health
Resolutions

Holidays: Plans & Dream
Destination

History

Solving the Development
gap

Geometry

Statistics and Probability

Music

Causes of World War One

Our future resources

Sustainability

PE

Instruments of the
Orchestra

Life in Nazi Germany

The Holocaust

PSHCE

Components of fitness

Film Music

Riffs

RE

Gender identity and
sexuality

Leadership/ coaching

Aerobic and anaerobic

Science

Spanish

Where do we Look for God

Holidays

Drugs, alcohol, tobacco

Positive relationships

The Environment

Fashion

Medical Ethics

Waves, Ecosystems, Earth, Energy

The world and myself
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Year 8 Curriculum

Autumn Term 2

Skills and
knowledge

Spring Term 2

Summer Term 1

Portrait
Continued recording
and exploration of
media.

Mexican day of Dead,
Cubism.

Addition of research
and analysis for
related artists.

Key Assessments

Narrative Journey
Understanding
landscape. Taught
terminology, plotting a
landscape,
Perspective.

Taught techniques
related to landscape,
composition texture,
and tones.

Peer and teacher
feedback in class.

Important literacy
and numeracy

developed this year

Wider skills and
enrichment

How you can help
your child at home

Narrative Journey
Introducing the artist.
Researching and
relating to our world
with Hundertwasser
and other artists.
Environmental
considerations.

Eg; melting ice caps
deforestation.

Summative
assessment.
Targets set.

Peer feedback.



https://www.youtube.com/redirect?q=http%3A%2F%2Fthevirtualinstructor.com&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbHNTbW1YbWlrS0dOdkNvUXdqRmh3Y1M5NW5xZ3xBQ3Jtc0ttdTRYWkE0NXp1Yjk1WkJaOWVEcm9jQ19wb0RycnhlQV9ZYUtRSXBhR0VWdHFEdEZkZ3RVY3gwS1R4M3c4WlJFRzRxTjBUT0ZwTHI0dERCNGJxYXJzYWlubDNOeEdYUnMtWG0zREZSX3BBTFJBcVJSTQ%3D%3D&v=ExRRHY9wT6Q&event=video_description
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Computing

Year 8 Curriculum

‘The greatest enemy of knowledge is not ignorance, it is the illusion of knowledge.” Stephen Hawking
Year 8 builds on prior learning in Year 7, and prepares students for studying either Computer Science or IT at Key Stage 4. The skills developed this year are
also transferrable beyond education.

Skills and
knowledge

Key Assessments

Important literacy
and numeracy
developed this year
Wider skills and
enrichment

How you can help
your child at home

Autumn Term 1

Analysing Data:

e Recap on digital
literacy

o Excel

e |F statements and
V-Look Ups

e Macros

e SQL

Summative

Assessment 1

Embed Y7 work and

analysing data

Autumn Term 2
Programming:
e Sequence,

Selection,
Iteration

e Searching

e Sorting

e Functions and
Procedures

e Testing

Mini Assessment
Focusing on analysing
data and
programming

Spring Term 1

Data Transmission:

e Binary & Hex

e Text, Sound and
Images

e Boolean Logic

e Networks

Summative
Assessment 2
Covers work from
Term 1 and Data
Transmission

Spring Term 2
Issues in Computing:
e Advancesin

Technology

o Legal Issues

e Social Issues

e Moral and Ethical
Issue

e Cultural and
Environmental
Issues

Mini Assessment
Primary focus on
Issues in Computing

Summer Term 1
Computer Systems &
Hardware:

e Whatisa
Computer
System?

e Memory &
Secondary
Storage

e CPU& Von
Neumann

e Building your own
PC

Summative

Assessment 3
Covers all work
completed over the
course of the year

Summer Term 2
Project:

Introduction to
Project —
Research
Database &
Review

Logo & Review
Flyer

Flyer Review
Project Evaluation

Mini Assessment
Based on the project
completed this term

Literacy — key terminology related to Computing: binary, programming, iteration, macros, procedures, functions, Von Neumann. Extended
writing tasks in key assessments, and using technology to aid literacy for project based work.
Numeracy — formulas and functions using Excel, logic based maths for programming, binary and hex calculations

Students will have access to an after-school Computing Club if they wish to attend, though this is on a first-come, first-served basis.
Opportunities throughout the year to take part in nation-wide competitions and activities related to Computing, such as cybersecurity.

Transferable skills are developed in this subject, namely creativity, problem-solving and resilience.

Guide use of technology at home for productive tasks such as online research, discuss current issues related to technology to encourage further
interest. Encourage students to practice programming and skills learned in class at home. For additional activities go to
https://www.thenational.academy/ or BBC Bitesize.



https://www.thenational.academy/
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Dance

Year 8 Curriculum

I believe that dance always contains four arts: music, choreography, painting and (iterature’ George de Las Cuevas
Students in year 7 gained an understanding about dance styles from different parts of the globe, learning also about social and cultural influences. Dance in year 8 broadens students’
experience through the introduction of interdisciplinary features and continues to thread social, historical and cultural influences. In preparation for year 9, students begin the journey of
learning formulaic choreographic processes, linking to themes and intentions. Appreciation of their own work and of others’ enables students to progress into year 9 with some skills in

Skills and
knowledge

Key Assessments

Literacy &
Numeracy

Wider skills and
enrichment

How you can help
your child at home

Autumn Term 1
Stylistic accuracy - how
movement is executed in
street dance. Learn
actions associated to the
styles

Final lesson: performance
and choreography
assessment.
Choreography:
combination of
appropriate street dance
actions. Performance:
Express street dance with
musicality, projection,
focus and facial
expressions

Autumn Term 2

Motif and motif
development: ways to
develop short sequences of
movement.

Your child could use the
One Dance UK website to
support their learning
https://www.onedanceuk.org

Self and peer assess
throughout the process

critical engagement.

Spring Term 1
Physical theatre response
to historical, current and
possible future events.
Actions/Space and
dynamics considered.
Look at the headlines in
current news

Self reflect throughout the
process

Spring Term 2
Previous term’s work
continued - how to
improve work through the
use of mental skills.

Final lesson: performance
and choreography
assessment.
Choreography: work as
part of a group. Physical
theatre interpretation of
events in time. Create
positions and transitions
representative of event.
Performance: use
expressive skills to show
choreographic intention

Summer Term 1

Link to social, cultural and
political issues. Respond
to visual stimuli and
develop skills in the
choreographic process.

Assessment throughout
the project - teacher
observes choreographic
process. Choreography:
material links to a visual
starting point; selection of
appropriate actions,
spatial and dynamic
content in relation to
chosen album cover.

Summer Term 2

Broaden movement
experience by interaction
of movement with
another student.
Interpretative skills
develop.

Take a look at BBC
Bitesize confrontation
PSHE

Final lesson: performance
and choreography
assessment.
Choreography: physical
theatre techniques, to
reflect intention of
confrontation.
Relationships in
movement are also
demonstrated.
Performance: use a range
of physical skills and
expressive skills to show
confrontation.

Literacy: vocabulary is broadened this year as students become more familiar with performance and choreography skills and the choreographic process terminology. Numeracy:
Rhythmical numerical connections, sequencing and variation. Connections made to geometry for spatial and positioning design.

Collaborative tasks to promote working creatively and socialising with others. Engagement with what the modern world looks like. Provoke curiosity. Interdisciplinary artistic

culture.

Encourage your child to reflect on their learning in dance by asking questions such as: How does mentally rehearsing choreography help you? If you had to refine your work, what
skills would you pay attention to improving? Engage in discussion about current events and ask them to consider how they could explore the event through movement.
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Skills and
knowledge

Key
Assessments

Literacy &
Numeracy

Wider skills
and
enrichment
How you can
help your child
at home

Autumn Term 1
Write a specification.
Work with a client.
Make a prototype.
Include signage and
logos to develop a
brand and convey a
visual message.

Further information
and activities on this
topic visit: -
https://www.technolo

Design and Technology
Many things difficult to design prove easy to performance’ Samuel Johnson

Year 8 builds on prior learning in Year 7 and prepares students for studying either Design and Technology or Engineering at Key Stage 4. The skills developed this year are also transferrable
beyond education.

Autumn Term 2
Analysis of famous
household products.
Develop a new product
looking at past designs.
The science of how
music is stored.

Further information
and activities on this
topic visit: -
https://www.technolo

gystudent.com/despro

flsh/seedex8.html

Mini Assessment
Primary focus on
embedding Yr7 work.

gystudent.com/despro

Spring Term 1
Develop an awareness
an understanding of how
design can solve real life
problems in parts of the
world where natural
disasters occur.

Design and build a model
raft of a floating garden.

Further information and
activities on this topic
visit: -
http://www.bbc.co.uk/s

3/cardmod1.html

Summative
Assessment 1
Covers all work this
term.

chools/gcsebitesize/desi
gn/textiles/texsystemspr
acticesrev3.shtml

Mini Assessment
Primary focus on Issues
on the project
completed.

Spring Term 2

The positives and negative
impacts that technology
has had within textiles
The emergence of ‘eco
fashion’

Further information and

activities on this topic visit:

https://www.technologyst

udent.com/joints flsh/nyl
on2.html

Summative Assessment 2
Covers work from this
term.

Summer Term 1

Design and manufacture a
small batch of identical lamps
based around a theme.
Understanding the
manufacturing process and
scales of production.

Further information and
activities on this topic visit: -
https://www.technologystude

nt.com/despro_flsh/boxlearni
ng systemsl.html

Mini Assessment
Based on the project
completed

Year 8 Curriculum

Summer Term 2
Design and make a
textiles product.
Choose appropriate
equipment, techniques
and materials

Working in teams to
devise production plans
and cost considerations.

Further information and
activities on this topic
visit: -
https://www.technology
student.com/despro_flsh

seedex2.html

Summative Assessment 3
Covers all work
completed over the
course of the year

Literacy — key terminology relating to logos, signs, famous designers, specifications and all projects throughout the year. Extended writing tasks in key assessments and
using technology to aid literacy for project based work.
Numeracy — Costing projects, anthropometrics, dimensions, scaling, accuracy of marking out, time plans.
Students will have access to an after-school Technology Club if they wish to attend, though this is on a first-come, first-served basis. Transferable skills are developed in
this subject, namely creativity, problem solving and resilience.

Guided use of technology at home for productive tasks such as online research, discuss current issues related to technology to encourage further interest. Encourage
students to develop design ideas at home and ‘think outside the box’.


https://www.technologystudent.com/despro_flsh/seedex8.html
https://www.technologystudent.com/despro_flsh/seedex8.html
https://www.technologystudent.com/despro_flsh/seedex8.html
https://www.technologystudent.com/despro_3/cardmod1.html
https://www.technologystudent.com/despro_3/cardmod1.html
https://www.technologystudent.com/despro_3/cardmod1.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/textiles/texsystemspracticesrev3.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/textiles/texsystemspracticesrev3.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/textiles/texsystemspracticesrev3.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/textiles/texsystemspracticesrev3.shtml
https://www.technologystudent.com/joints_flsh/nylon2.html
https://www.technologystudent.com/joints_flsh/nylon2.html
https://www.technologystudent.com/joints_flsh/nylon2.html
https://www.technologystudent.com/despro_flsh/boxlearning_systems1.html
https://www.technologystudent.com/despro_flsh/boxlearning_systems1.html
https://www.technologystudent.com/despro_flsh/boxlearning_systems1.html
https://www.technologystudent.com/despro_flsh/seedex2.html
https://www.technologystudent.com/despro_flsh/seedex2.html
https://www.technologystudent.com/despro_flsh/seedex2.html
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Skills and
knowledge

Autumn Term 2

Key Assessments

Discovering how to play
the real world with
truth.

Exploring context
through drama.
Recognising Language
change in dialogue.
Discovering political
focus in drama.
Playing for truth in
drama.

Spring Term 2

Summer Term 1

Important literacy
and numeracy
developed this year

Wider skills and
enrichment

How you can help
your child at home

The performance of a
complex devised scene.
Evaluating others’ work.

Using the imagination to
explore a story.

Recognising the place of
fantasy and creativity in
theatre.

Exploring how a role
develops and changes
through time.
Understanding
symbolism and
metaphor in play texts.

Understanding theatre
in historical context.

The witches-ways of
playing a text.

The role of a chorus of
voices.

Understanding power
and corruption.

Using verse and prose
text confidently.

Evaluating more than
one performance and
identifying strengths
and weaknesses in their
own work.

Using chorus and
unified movement in
performance.
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Skills and
knowledge

Key Assessments

Literacy &
Numeracy

Wider skills
How you can help
your child at home

Autumn Term 1
Grisly and Gothic
Language focus

Analysing the writer’s

purpose and the
deliberate effects of

linguistic, literary and

structural devices.

Selecting apt and if
possible, judicious
quotations to
support points and
analysis.

Selecting relevant
subject terminology
When exploring a
text.

English Language
Paper 1 — Questions
2-3 assessment

Autumn Term 2
Festive Dickens
‘A Christmas Carol’
Literature focus
To acquire knowledge
regarding the social historical
context of the novel: Pre 1914
text.
Embedding apt, and if
possible judicious quotations
to support points and
analysis.
Selecting relevant subject
terminology
When exploring a text.
Exploring the writer’s
viewpoints and perspectives
when studying the novel as a
whole and relating these
ideas to the social context.

English Literature Assessment

English

Spring Term 1
Love and Relationships
Literature focus
Making thoughtful,
developed and relevant
responses to the themes

of love and relationships.

Embedding apt, and if
possible judicious
quotations to support
points and analysis.
Selecting relevant
subject terminology
When exploring a text.
Exploring and comparing
the writers’ viewpoints
and perspectives when
studying the poems and
relating these ideas to
the social context.

English Literature
Assessment

Spring Term 2
W. Shakespeare
‘The Taming of the Shrew’
Literature focus
Making thoughtful,
developed and relevant
responses to the themes
of love and relationships.
Embedding apt, and if
possible judicious
quotations to support
points and analysis.
Selecting relevant subject
terminology
When exploring a text.
Exploring the writer’s
viewpoints and
perspectives when
studying the novel as a
whole and relating these
ideas to the social context.
English Literature
Assessment

Literacy: Key terminology and spellings which will be signposted on knowledge organisers for all units
The ability to build on the skills of reading and comprehension through practising the techniques of skimming and scanning, reading for meaning, note making and

guestion posing when reading a text. Numeracy: Working with the chronological order of sequencing and events.
Understanding and discussion of issues around identity, social responsibility and retribution (SMSC) through the study of the wider literary texts.

‘Today a reader tomorrvow a leader’ Margaret Fuller

Summer Term 1
Revolution
‘Animal Farm’
Language focus
Learning new skills and
revising ways to write in a
convincing way.
Convincingly adapting
writing for audience and
purpose.
Using thoughtful
vocabulary to convey
ideas.
Considering the way
structure can be used to
make writing engaging.

Using standard English and

ensuring the employment
of spelling strategies for

more complex vocabulary.

English Language
Paper 2 — Question 5
assessment

Year 8 Curriculum

Summer Term 2
Crime and
Punishment
Non-Fiction Texts
from other cultures
and traditions
Synthesising reading
and writing skills
from across Key
Stage 3.

English Language
Paper 2

Knowledge organisers will be issues at the start of a new unit and we would encourage these to be learned at home so that they ca support the learning in school.
Seneca learning is a great way to consolidate and enrich grammar skills, encourage independent reading and test newly acquired knowledge.
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/ https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3



https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3

Alderbrook
School

Autumn Term 2

Skills and
knowledge

Year 8 Curriculum

Spring Term 2

Practical Work:
Breakfast Cereal Bar

Theory:

Carbohydrates: (Fibre-non
starch polysaccharides)
sources functions RNI
health issues Importance
of water in the diet
Primary and secondary
processing of wheat

The importance of bread
as a staple food

Key
Assessments

Summer Term 1

Practical Work:
Torte

Theory:

Italian cuisine Energy
and nutrient
requirements for
different life stages to
maintain health

Mini Assessment
Carbohydrates

Literacy &
Numeracy

Wider skills
and
enrichment

How you can

at home

help your child

Lime and Mascarpone

Practical Work:
Bolognese Sauce Risotto

Theory:

Advantages and
disadvantages of ready-
made ingredients How
to reduce fat in a recipe
How to increase fibre
(NSP) in a recipe
Consider the cost of
recipes

Mini Assessment
Italian cuisine

Mini Assessment
Modifying a recipe
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Autumn Term 2
Talking about what
free time activities
have done on a
recent weekend and
describing future free
time plans.

Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1
Describing a recent Talking about holiday
meal out. Giving plans and typical
advice about healthy | holiday activities.
living. Talking about Describing a dream
future health-related | holiday. Giving
resolutions. justified opinions.

Skills and
knowledge

End of Year Exams: all
4 skills

Key Assessments Reading and Writing Reading and Writing

Important literacy
and numeracy
developed this year
Wider skills and
enrichment

How you can help
your child at home



http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

School

Skills and
knowledge

Key
Assessments

Literacy &
Numeracy

Wider skills and
enrichment

How you can
help your child
at home

@ Alderbrook

Geography

“Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future’ Michael Palin

Autumn Term 1

- What is an Earth Hazard?

- Processes of volcanoes and
earthquakes

- Monserrat volcano case study
- Compare 2 earthquakes in
Gujarat and Seattle

- Planning to answer a 9 mark
question

- Super volcanoes

- Assessment feedback and
target setting

Videos and tasks found at:
https://classroom.thenational.a

cademy/units/tectonics-b9a8

- Mini assessment of earth
hazards including a 6 mark
question on Montserrat and
atlas skills.

- End of unit assessment Earth
hazards with embedding of
skills and 9 mark decision
making question

Autumn Term 2

- What is the pattern of global
development?

- What is life like in an NEE mega
city

- Opportunities and challenges
for development in Lagos,
Nigeria. And comparing them to a
HIC — Birmingham

- Life and improvement of slums
in Kibera, Kenya.

- Reducing the development

gap and TNCs role

- Assessment feedback and target
setting

Videos and tasks found at:
https://classroom.thenational.ac

Spring Term 1

- The location of the tropics —
latitude and longitude
embedding

- Biomes of the tropics —
Savannas, deserts and
tropical rainforests

- Issues for tropical
rainforests and solving them
- Tropical storms and case
study of cyclone Kenneth

- Assessment feedback and
target setting

Videos and tasks found at:
https://classroom.thenationa

Spring Term 2

- The resources of food,
water and energy and
why they need managing
- Water issues and their
management

- Food and energy issues
and their management

- Assessment feedback
and target setting

Videos and tasks found
at:
https://classroom.thenati
onal.academy/units/ener
gy-1d3b

l.academy/units/weather-
and-climate-ac9e

ademy/units/population-d3f0

- Mini assessment on key terms
and global development

- End of unit assessment on
closing the development gap with
a 9 mark decision making
question

- Mini assessment on latitude
and longitude of the tropics
and associated biomes

- End of unit assessment on
the biomes of the tropics,
issues and tropical storm case
study with 9 mark decision
making question

- Mini assessment on why
resources have issues and
embedding of previous
topics

- End of unit assessment
on managing food, water
and energy with 9 mark
decision making question

Summer Term 1

- Plastics in our oceans -
Reducing Co2 in our city —
Birmingham

- Waste management

- Making buildings
sustainable

- Making Birmingham
socially sustainable

- Sustainability project of
Alderbrook school

- Assessment feedback and
target setting from mock

Videos and tasks found at:
https://classroom.thenatio

Year 8 Curriculum

Summer Term 2
- Evidence of climate
change

- Reasons for climate
change

- Effects of climate
change

- Impact of climate
change on tropical
storms

- World responses to
climate change

Videos and tasks
found at:
https://classroom.the

nal.academy/units/issues-

national.academy/unit

of-urbanisation-808e

- Mini assessment on
making plastic, energy
production and waste
sustainable and embedding
of previous topics

- mock

- Sustainability project of
Alderbrook school

s/climate-change-68ab

- Decision making
exercise on how to
manage climate
change

Literacy — Defining and Understanding the meanings of what plate boundaries, TNCs, biomes, resources, tropical storms, sustainability and climate change mean in Geography. Numeracy —
being able to read and locate places on an atlas using latitude and longitude, and on an OS map using 6 figure grid references. Being able to read the story behind the data on graphs. To
create a Demographic Transition model.

Students will start to place themselves in the wider world and their impact upon today’s global issues. They will study the experience of lives for people in other places on the planet and
will compare it to their own. They will connect with the role they play as citizens of this planet and the role they play in solving its issues. They will learn how to conduct a study on the

sustainability of the world around them and begin to think of ideas on how to improve it.
Talk to them about their local place, particularly anything you understand about Birmingham as there will be a focus on this. Point out the motorways and train lines you are traveling on
and where they connect Birmingham/Solihull to.
Students will be set activities in ‘DODDLE’ which will enable themselves to track their own progress over the year. Encourage revision of work. Transferable skills are developed in this
subject, namely collaboration, thinking skills, problem-solving, map and atlas skills, data reading and presentation, and answering questions in a structured way.


https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/tectonics-b9a8
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/tectonics-b9a8
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/population-d3f0
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/population-d3f0
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/weather-and-climate-ac9e
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/weather-and-climate-ac9e
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/weather-and-climate-ac9e
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/energy-1d3b
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/energy-1d3b
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/energy-1d3b
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/issues-of-urbanisation-808e
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/issues-of-urbanisation-808e
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/issues-of-urbanisation-808e
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/climate-change-68ab
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/climate-change-68ab
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/climate-change-68ab

Alderbrook Year 8 Curriculum
School

Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1
Skills and - Long term causes. - Hitler’s rise to power. - The steps to genocide.
reniEdme - Short term causes. - The - Nazi intolerance. - Intolerance.
g causes of warfare. - Development of - The persecution of the
- Historical skills such as inference skills. Jewish people.
cause and consequence. - Judging different - Using evidence to make
- Causation perspectives. historical claims.
- Using evidence to make - Using evidence to
historical claims. make historical claims. https://encyclopedia.ushmm.
- Reaching historical org/content/en/project/the-
judgements. Info to be found at: holocaust-a-learning-site-for-
https://classroom.then | students
Info can be found at: ational.academy/units/
https://classroom.thenationa why-did-the-league-of- | https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesi
l.academy/units/how-far-did- nations-fail-a797 ze/guides/zkfk7ty/revision/1
the-assassination-cause-the-
first-world-war-f270
Key Summative Assessment 2: Formative assessment: | Summative Assessment 4:
Source skills In class AFL Essay writing
Assessments
Literacy &
Numeracy
Wider skills and
enrichment
How you can
help your child
at home



http://abolition.e2bn.org/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/how-far-did-the-assassination-cause-the-first-world-war-f270
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/how-far-did-the-assassination-cause-the-first-world-war-f270
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/how-far-did-the-assassination-cause-the-first-world-war-f270
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/how-far-did-the-assassination-cause-the-first-world-war-f270
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zy2ycdm/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zy2ycdm/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zy2ycdm/revision/1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/why-did-the-league-of-nations-fail-a797
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/why-did-the-league-of-nations-fail-a797
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/why-did-the-league-of-nations-fail-a797
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/why-did-the-league-of-nations-fail-a797
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/project/the-holocaust-a-learning-site-for-students
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/project/the-holocaust-a-learning-site-for-students
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/project/the-holocaust-a-learning-site-for-students
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/project/the-holocaust-a-learning-site-for-students
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zkfk7ty/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zkfk7ty/revision/1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/when-was-the-turning-point-during-the-second-world-war-8289
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/when-was-the-turning-point-during-the-second-world-war-8289
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/when-was-the-turning-point-during-the-second-world-war-8289
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/when-was-the-turning-point-during-the-second-world-war-8289

Alderbrook
School

Year 8 Curriculum

and using graphs
-Using ratios

Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1
Skills and - Formulae - Geometrical - Ratio and
knowledge - Applying Reasoning Proportion
mathematics in a - Constructions and - Negative numbers
range of contexts Loci - Review Sequences
-Pythagoras’ - Circles facts and the nth term
Theorem - - Drawing Theorems - Congruent shapes

- Tessellation
- Drawing graphs
review - Area Review

Class assessments
based on topics
covered.

Key Assessments

Important literacy
and numeracy
developed this year
Wider skills and
enrichment

How you can help
your child at home

End of Year tests,
cumulative
assessments based on
Year 7 and Year 8
work




Alderbrook
School

Year 8 Curriculum

Autumn Term 2

Skills and
knowledge

Spring Term 2

-Students will learn
about the different
sections of the
orchestra and the
associated instruments.
-Students will perform
and compose a piece of
music inspired by the
great composers.

Key Assessments

Summer Term 1

-Students will learn
about techniques that
are required to
compose an effective
piece of Film Music. -
Students will compose
leitmotifs and
background music to a
film track.

End of unit
performance of their

piece to the class. Key
word test

Important literacy
and numeracy

developed this year

Wider skills and
enrichment

How you can help
your child at home

-Students will learn
famous riffs and hooks
of artists.

-Students will develop
their instrumental skills
on the keyboard and
ukulele.

-Students will work
effectively in pairs and
perform to the class.

End of unit
performance of
composition to match a
film. Key word test

End of unit
performance of riffs and
hooks with their

partner. Key word test.



Alderbrook Year 8 Curriculum
School

Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1
Skills and Components of fitness Leadership/ Aerobic and anaerobic
k led - Invasion games Coaching - Athletics
e - Net games - Invasion games - Net games
- Dance - Net games - Striking and fielding
- Gymnastics - Dance
- Problem solving - Gymnastics Working at/near maximal
- Fitness - Problem solving levels
- Develop tactics - Fitness - Develop tactics
- Improve techniques - Develop tactics - Improve techniques
- Introduce competition - Improve techniques - Introduce competition
- Analysis of performance - Introduce competition - Analysis of performance
- Intellectual and physical - Analysis of performance - Intellectual and physical
challenges - Intellectual and physical challenges
- Dance techniques challenges
- Dance techniques
Key Assessments Peer and teacher Peer and teacher Peer and teacher
formative assessment formative assessment formative assessment

Important literacy
and numeracy
developed this year
Wider skills and
enrichment

How you can help
your child at home




Alderbrook Year 8 Curriculum
Schoo

AMBITION | BRAVERY | KINDNESS.

Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1
Skills and Gender identify, Drugs, alcohol and Positive
knowledge sexual orientation, tobacco, physical relationships,
unacceptability of and psychological friendship and
prejudice. Learning risks. gangs, weapons and
disabilities and knife crime.
autism.

Key Assessments

Important literacy

Wider skills and
enrichment

How you can help
your child at home




=l Alderbrook
?Q?’ School

R.E.

Year 8 Curriculum

Just as a candle cannot burn without fire, men cannot live without a spiritual (ife’ Buddha
Year 8 starts to introduce students to ideas about Philosophy and Ethics.

Skills and
knowledge

Key Assessments

Important literacy
and numeracy
developed this year
Wider skills and
enrichment

How you can help
your child at home

Autumn Term 1

Evil and Suffering: What
types of evil and
suffering are there in the
world? If there is
suffering in the world
can God be
omnibenevolent,
omniscient and
omnipotent? What
would a Christian say
about evil and suffering?
Free will. What would a
Muslim say?

What is original sin?

Written assessment.
Questions to recall
knowledge and give
explanations. Exam style
question.

Autumn Term 2
Where do we Look for
God?

Do miracles prove that
God exists?

Does the design
argument prove that
God exists?

Does the causation
argument prove that
God exists?

Can you accept the Big
Bang theory if you are a
religious person?

Written assessment.
Questions to recall
knowledge and give
explanations. Exam
style question.

Spring Term 1
Human Rights: The
Declaration of Human
Rights. Is it ever
justified to torture
prisoners?

What is your opinion
about the death
penalty?

Should everyone have
freedom of expression
and speech?

Religion and Human
Rights. What can you do
to help those who do
not have human rights?

Written assessment.
Questions to recall
knowledge and give
explanations. Exam
style question.

Spring Term 2

The Environment?

How do Christians feel we
should treat the
environment?

How do Muslims feel we
should treat the
environment?

Animal welfare: What
might a Buddhist say?
Creation stories: How do
Hindus believe the world
was created?
Environmental campaigns:
What can we do to protect
the environment and
animals?

Written assessment.
Questions to recall
knowledge and give
explanations. Exam style
question.

Summer Term 1
Medical Ethics: When
does life begin?
Should we use
embryos for medical
research?

What might a Christian
say about genetic
engineering? Should
everyone be on the
transplant register?

Written assessment.
Questions to recall
knowledge and give
explanations. Exam
style question.

Summer Term 2
The length of the
topic areas studied in
Year 8 mean that
they overlap the
term endings and
beginnings. This
means that only five
topic areas are
studied.

Students learn key terms for each topic area. Students build on their use of PEEL paragraphs and start to write extended writing in a more detailed format for

the GCSE questions.

Students are encouraged to be aware of the world around them. Current issues are discussed in lesson times and this is an opportunity for students to consider

many points of view.

It is useful for students to watch the news to enlighten their knowledge of the wider world. It is also useful for students to be able to discuss the topics covered
in their home setting and wider social groups.



Alderbrook Year 8 Curriculum
School

AMBITION | BRAVERY | KINDNESS.

SummerTerm1  |SummerTerm2

Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 2

Skills and Plant structure and photosynthesis
enlEdEe The Earth and the atmosphere
g Human impact

Water waves and sound waves
Absorption, reflection and echoes
How sound travels
Units of work here:
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/sound-waves-
0e79
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/plants-and-
photosynthesis-54c3

Key End of topic assessment End of topic assessment on End of topic assessment on

T on electromagnets, forces, genes and reactions waves, ecosystem, Earth and

organisms and matter energy

Literacy &

Numeracy

Wider skills and

enrichment

How you can

help your child
at home



https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/electricity-and-magnetism-ab64
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/electricity-and-magnetism-ab64
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/biological-systems-and-processes-bf5a
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/biological-systems-and-processes-bf5a
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/energy-0b08
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/reproduction-and-variation-f60f
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/reproduction-and-variation-f60f
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/sound-waves-0e79
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/sound-waves-0e79
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/plants-and-photosynthesis-54c3
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/plants-and-photosynthesis-54c3
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p
https://www.youtube.com/c/fuseschool
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4KN50fal7f45fx2DqG7ttg
https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcoursekids

Alderbrook

Year 8 Curriculum

Autumn Term 2

Spring Term 2

Talking about transport
and holiday travel by using
ir with prepositions.
Answering questions in
Spanish. Describing
holiday activities by using
the verb soler. Describing
a past holiday and forming
the preterite tense
(regular verbs and
irregular verbs) Writing in
different tenses. Preparing
for a written exam.

Skills and
knowledge

Summer Term 1

Describing fashion in
greater detail. Forming the
present continuous tense.
Talking about shopping on
the high street. Using
indefinite adjectives.
Taking the initiative in
conversation. Using
cardinal and ordinal
numbers. Making regular
cultural references. Using
direct object pronouns.
Reacting to the
unpredictable

Key Assessments Reading and Writing

Important literacy
and numeracy
developed this year
Wider skills and
enrichment

How you can help
your child at home

Using reflexive verbs.
Drafting and re-drafting
written work when writing
about daily routines.
Improving exam technique
(translation). Discussing
solutions to global issues.
Forming impersonal
constructions. Forming
irregular verbs in the
future and conditional
Writing interesting
sentences.

Reading and Writing

End of Year Exams: all 4
skills




