
Roald Dahl set off on his journey on the SS Mantola. The trip took two 
weeks, with many ports of call between England and Mombassa, a town 
in what is now Kenya. From there he travelled on another boat, the 
Dumra, to Dar es Salaam, which is in Tanzania (east coast of Africa). 
 
 
When I woke the next morning the ship’s engine had stopped. I  1 
jumped out of my bunk and peered through the porthole. This was 
my first glimpse of Dar es Salaam and I have never forgotten it. We 
were anchored out in the middle of a cast rippling blue-black lagoon 
and all around the rim of the lagoon were pale-yellow sandy beaches, 5 
almost white and breakers were running up on to the sand, and coconut 
palms with their little green leafy hats were growing on the beaches, and 
there were casuarina trees, immensely tall and breathtakingly beautiful 
with their delicate grey-green foliage. And then behind the casuarinas 
was what seemed to me like a jungle, a great tangle of tremendous dark- 10 
green trees that were full of shadows and almost certainly teeming, so I 
told myself, with rhinos and lions and all manner of vicious beasts. Over 
to one side lay the tiny town of Dar es Salaam, the houses white and 
yellow and pink, and among the houses I could see a narrow church 
steeple and a domed mosque and along the waterfront there was a line 15 
of acacia trees splashed with scarlet flowers. A fleet of canoes was rowing 
out to take us ashore and the black-skinned rowers were chanting weird 
songs in time with their rowing. 
 
The whole of that amazing tropical scene through the porthole has 
been photographed on my mind ever since. To me it was all wonderful, 20 
beautiful and exciting. And so it remained for the rest of my time in 
Tanganyika. I loved it all. There were no furled umbrellas, no bowler hats, 
no sombre grey suits, and I never once had to get on a train or a bus. 
 
Q1: Read lines 4 to 18 of Source A. 

        Choose four statements below which are TRUE. 

1. The ship was still. 
 

2. The narrator had been to Dar es Salaam before. 
 

3. The sea was very dark. 
 

4. The beaches were ugly. 
 

5. The waves were frothy. 
 

6. The narrator saw animals in the jungle. 
 

7. He saw a church in the distance. 

 
 
  



Q2: Source B (to compare to source A) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Q3: source A 
 
 

Reread the extract taken from source A. 
 

 

We were anchored out in the middle of a cast rippling blue-black lagoon 

and all around the rim of the lagoon were pale-yellow sandy beaches,  5 

almost white and breakers were running up on to the sand, and coconut 

palms with their little green leafy hats were growing on the beaches, and 

there were casuarina trees, immensely tall and breathtakingly beautiful 

with their delicate grey-green foliage. And then behind the casuarinas 

was what seemed to me like a jungle, a great tangle of tremendous dark-   10 

green trees that were full of shadows and almost certainly teeming, so I 

told myself, with rhinos and lions and all manner of vicious beasts. Over 

to one side lay the tiny town of Dar es Salaam, the houses white and 

yellow and pink, and among the houses I could see a narrow church 

steeple and a domed mosque and along the waterfront there was a line   15 

of acacia trees splashed with scarlet flowers. A fleet of canoes was rowing 

out to take us ashore and the black-skinned rowers were chanting weird 

songs in time with their rowing. 
 

 

 

How does Dahl use language to convey the idea 
that he was impressed by the scene? 
 
 
 
 
 


