
Welcome to Year 10 

Information Evening

Wednesday 27 September



Relationships are 
positive and
transformational

A culture of 
wellbeing and
development 
for all

A broad and 
ambitious
curriculum for 
all students

Students, and 
particularly our 
most 
vulnerable, are 
at the heart of 
all we do

We work in 
collaboration 
with many 
schools serving 
one community

We work to 
eliminate 
discrimination 
and ensure 
equality of 
opportunity



Ofsted April 2023
Pupils and students in the 

sixth form discuss careers, 

university aspirations and 

apprenticeships. This 

prepares them well for the 
next stages of their lives

Relationships between pupils and staff are warm and 

respectful. Teachers treat pupils as individuals and 

pupils welcome this.

Leaders have developed an ambitious and well-

sequenced curriculum, including in the sixth form

Pupils’ well-being is at the forefront of leaders’ vision, 

including pupils’ mental health.







This evening

• Key information from:

• Maths

• Science

• English

• Revision Strategies & Study support timetable

• Homework

• Attendance/Mental health and well being advice

• Key dates



Year 10 Key Staff

Mr Coggan Mr Graham Mr Stockman



Thank you!

Aim for this year:-

• Continue to embody our school values (Ambition, Bravery Kindness 

and Proud) and apply them to our GCSE years

• Navigating the students through the challenges of the next two years 

Distractions

Discovering themselves as teenagers –who am I and who do I want to 

be?

• Continued collaborative working with you the parents

Please get ready to make a note of key dates regarding Year 10



Year 10 Key Assessment Dates

• Assessment Period 1: 23rd October – 10th November

• Data Release to Parents: 18th December (approximately)

• Parents Evening (Face-to-Face): 17th January 

• Assessment Point 2: 8th April – 19th April

• Data Release to Parents: 3rd June (approximately)



Careers & Interview Day 
Thursday 4th July 2024

40+ Further Education, Higher Education and 
Employers

Careers

Apprenticeship Show
Tuesday 24th October 2023, 3.30pm - 7.30pm

Conference Centre, Cranmore Avenue, Shirley, Solihull, B90 4LE



Independent Learning / Home study

Little and often is best, so start now;

Several online packages, including GCSEpod, 
SenecaLearning, Sparks and Mathswatch

Get into good study habits now – a routine that 

works.

New information is quickly forgotten as 

shown here, which is why we re-cover topics 

in retrieval starters in lessons and in 

homeworks, but it’s incredibly powerful if 

students take charge of their own learning…





• What is Seneca?

• How can your child use Seneca?

• Why use Seneca?



What is Seneca?

• Seneca is an online platform that can be used as an effective 
& engaging interactive learning and revision tool using

- Dual-Coding
- Elaboration 
- Interleaving 
- Spaced practice 
- Retrieval practice 
- Concrete examples
- Practice exam questions 
(AI Auto-marked) 



How can your child use Seneca?

• Independent Flipped Learning.

• Homework is mapped alongside 
programme of study.



Why use Seneca?

• Increase level of control on how/what to 
study.

*How – Flip cards, Dual coding, Retrieval 
practice.

• Test control trials reflect of improved 
attainment after using Seneca.



Pupil engagement – This year



r Introduction
3-5 

minute 

‘Pods’

28+

subjects
Easy

to use

Available for all, even Yr 7 & 13

Mapped to the curriculum

Available on all platforms

“The Netflix of GCSE Content”

What is GCSEPod?

Written by subject experts

Exam board mapped

Rigorously quality assured



Teacher Introduction
Year 11 Impact Analysis

On average, regular 

users of GCSEPod

achieved

more

Progress 

8

points 

than

non-users

0.7

On average, the 

highest users 

achieved

attainment

8 points

more than

non-users
20

Regular users of GCSEPod

achieve, on average

grade 

higher per 

subject than 

non-users

1

Why it works!



Want to know more?

Go to our website for more advice…



Maths Information Year 10

• Interim Assessments take place once per half term.

• These assessments are cumulative, meaning they examine all content 

taught from the beginning of the year up to the point of assessment.

• The aim is to ensure students are repeatedly exposed to content 

delivered during lessons and also to hone exam skills (there is a greater 

emphasis than ever before on problem-solving questions in exams at 

both Higher and Foundation Tiers).

• Assessments also highlight student progress and ensure students are 

carefully monitored and supported where necessary.

• Many further strategies employed throughout Year 11, all serving the aim 

of assisting students with preparations for the final exams (3 papers, each 

1.5 hours long at the end of year 11)



Which calculator does my child need?



Supporting your 
child in GCSE

English Language 
and English 
Literature











7 Weeks 7 Weeks 5 Weeks 5 Weeks 6 Weeks 7 Weeks

Year 10 Literature 
Paper 1
(A Christmas 
Carol)

Literature 
Paper 1 
(Macbeth)

Language 
Paper 2

Unseen 
Poetry

Lang P1 
SA

An 
Inspector 
Calls

Lang
P1 SB

Conflict –
Essay/
Skills 
with new 
poems

Assessmen
ts & GCSE 
Skills

Assessment
: A 
Christmas 
Carol Essay

Assessmen
t: Macbeth 
Essay

Assessmen
t: Question 
4 + 5

Assessment:
English 
Literature 
Paper 2 
Section C

Assessment: 
Language Paper 1 
Section A

Assessment: 
Story/ 
Descriptive 
Writing

Alongside the above, students will be taught the 15 Power and Conflict poems on their 
Anthology for GCSE English Literature throughout the year.





Ways to 
Revise

1) Audiobooks for the literature texts 

2) Working through past exam papers under 
timed conditions: 8 mark question=complete in 
12 minutes

3) Consolidating knowledge: GCSE Bitesize, 
Andrew Bruff



And finally...
To all of our lovely students. 
Good luck this year! Make each 
lesson, and your independent 
study at home count.



SCIENCE at ALDERBROOK



Our FOUR pathways …

GCSE triple Science
GCSE higher Science
GCSE foundation Science
Entry level Science



GCSE triple Science

Exam board : AQA

6 exams : 105 minutes each

28 required practicals

3 separate grades in Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics



GCSE higher Science

Exam board : AQA

6 exams : 75 minutes each

21 required practicals

2 grades in Combined Science



GCSE foundation Science

Exam board : AQA

6 exams : 75 minutes each

21 required practicals

2 grades in Combined Science 

(limited to grade 5:5)



Entry level Science

Exam board : AQA
Externally-set assignments (ESAs) which consist of a short written test.

Teacher-devised assignments (TDAs) which consist of a short piece of practical 

work.

Grades awarded : Entry 1, Entry 2 or Entry 

3



Science in year 10
Science content is taught in topics.
Each topic falls within Biology, Chemistry or 
Physics.
Each one will have a mid-topic assessment 
and an end-of-topic test.
The scores and misconceptions that result 
from these will be monitored.
Our topics are in line with AQA revision 
guides.



Revision Guides

These will be available

to purchase via

ParentPay.



Flashcards

Available from

all good retailers.

Biology, Chemistry,

Physics & Combined

Science



FOCUSeLEARNING
This software is available to all

students, parents and staff at Alderbrook.

The login and password is stored within

this web address.

https://buff.ly/36wdIUh

(and it’s linked to the picture)

This webpage contains simulations of all

28 required practicals.

https://buff.ly/36wdIUh
https://buff.ly/36wdIUh


Science in year 10

First test : Friday 29th September
Science Skills

Any questions, comments, feedback, encouragement 
:
Lucie Taylor : Head of Science : 
s201ltaylor@alderbrook.solihull.sch.uk
Steve Aylin : KS4 Science : 
s201saylin@alderbrook.solihull.sch.uk

mailto:s201ltaylor@alderbrook.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:s201saylin@alderbrook.solihull.sch.uk


Wellbeing



Year 10 Key Staff

Mr Coggan Mr Graham Mr Stockman



Other useful contact numbers & Websites

• Kooth is a free, safe and anonymous online counselling and support 
service that we would recommend.  Students have been introduced to 
the website in assemblies https://www.kooth.com/

• Children can talk to a ChildLine counsellor 24 hours a day about 
anything that is worrying them by ringing 0800 11 11 or in an online chat 
at http://www.childline.org.uk/Talk/Chat/Pages/OnlineChat.aspx

• If parents or carers are concerned that their child is being contacted by 
adults as a result of having shared sexual imagery they should report to 
NCA-CEOP at www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre

• If parents and carers are concerned about their child, they can contact 
the NSPCC Helpline by ringing 0808 800 5000, by emailing 
help@nspcc.org.uk, or by texting 88858. They can also ring the Online 
Safety Helpline by ringing 0808 800 5002.

https://www.kooth.com/
http://www.childline.org.uk/Talk/Chat/Pages/OnlineChat.aspx
http://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre


Thank you for 

attending



Information from other subjects:



Drama

GCSE Drama

• Component 1
Students prepare for mock 
exam in preparation for Year 11 
written exam
• Component 2 and 3(Practical)
Students complete an original 
piece and an extended piece of 
scripted performance (these 
could be used as the final exam 
performance in some 
circumstances)

EDUQAS Technical Award in 
Performing Arts L1/2

Term 1
Complete a mock assessment 
of both Units 1 & 2 

• Performing a scripted text
• Creating an original piece of 

drama

Term 2 and 3
Complete Unit 2: Creating
assessment (Jan – Apr)
Begin Unit 1: Performing
assessment



Design & Technology

AQA GCSE
• 50% Coursework (NEA) comprising of one substantial 

design and make task 35-40hrs of work that usually has 
between 30,000-50,000 words across approx. 20 A3 
Powerpoint slides.

• Exemplar work is provided to help support and guide 
students through coursework.

• Students will need to be highly motivated to do continual 
independent research.

• Catch up sessions available every Tuesday 3-4pm
• 50% Final exam comprising of all theory taught across the 

two years. 15-20% of the exam is Maths and Physics.



Physical Education

Cambridge National in Sport Studies

• Submission of R185: Performance and leadership in 
sports activities unit for external moderation (Dec 
17th).

• Catch up sessions available every Friday 3-4pm

GCSE PE

• Practical evidence videoed and submitted.
• Catch up sessions available every Friday 3-4pm



BTEC Performing Arts Tech 
Award: Dance Pathway

Component 1 brief will be released in 
December

Dancers will respond to the brief to meet the 
April 2023 assessment deadline.



GCSE: Solo set phrase Breathe/Scoop (Component 1)

Assessment week commencing Monday 16th October 2023

Support materials:

Google: “GCSE Dance set phrase”:

Click on Breathe set phrase notes and video

Click on Scoop set phrase notes and video

GCSE: Duet/trio performance (Component 1)

Assessment week commencing Monday 11th December 2023

AQA GCSE Dance


