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Meet the Year 10 Team

Head of Year – Mr Finnegan Pastoral Manager – Mrs Hatton Assistant Headteacher – Mr Coggan 
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Year 10 - Important Dates

• Information Evening: 2nd October 2025

• Assessment Point 1: 15th December 2025 – 9th January 2026 (in-class 
assessments)

• Data Drop 1: 26th January 2026 (reported home after moderation)

• Parents Evening: 2nd March 2026

• Assessment Point 2: 18th May 2026 – 5th June 2026 (in-class assessments)

• Data Drop 2: 22nd June 2026 (reported home after moderation)
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Subject Guidance - Core

English
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Feedback within English

Whole Class

• Live Marking - Visualiser

• Cold-Calling

• Success Criteria checklists

• Mid-point assessment sheets

Individual

• Individualised Questioning

• Verbal feedback stamps

• End of topic assessments
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Resources to support home learning

Language

• Revision Guides – letter sent 
home

• Websites – Seneca and Mr Bruff 
on YouTube

Literature

• Revision guides – letter sent 
home

• Key reading texts – letter sent 
home

• Websites – Seneca, GCSEPod 
and Mr Bruff on YouTube

SOCIAL MEDIA WARNING!!!

THE EXAMINERS' REPORT THIS YEAR SPECIFICALLY STATED THAT PUPILS WERE 
USING SOCIAL MEDIA REVISION MORE THAN THEIR TEACHERS' EXPERTISE!

THIS CULMINATED IN A LOT OF WEAK RESPONSES, ESPECIALLY IN LITERATURE.

IF YOUR CHILD IS USING SOCIAL MEDIA TO HELP THEM TO REVISE, PLEASE MAKE 
SURE THAT THEY ASK THEIR TEACHER WHETHER OR NOT IT IS A RELIABLE SITE.
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Subject Guidance - Maths
• Year 10 features regular, rigorous assessments that help inform settings and 

student progress. There are five such assessments, each taking place during the 
first week back after each half term. 

• Students will not use SPARX maths for their GCSE course; homework will be 
written. Homework will not be as voluminious as in year 11. 

• Lessons place a strong emphasis on re-exposure to skills through review 
exercises, which are heavily focussed (stylistically) on questions students can 
expect in the formal examinations. Students will inevitably find year 10 more 
challenging than year 9. 

• Our Exam Boards are Edexcel (Higher Tier) and OCR (Foundation Tier)
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Subject Guidance - Science
https://www.alderbrookschool.co.uk/science-resources/

https://www.alderbrookschool.co.uk/science-resources/
https://www.alderbrookschool.co.uk/science-resources/
https://www.alderbrookschool.co.uk/science-resources/
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Subject Guidance - Science
https://buff.ly/3zEvKoU

https://buff.ly/3zEvKoU
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Subject Guidance - Science
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Subject Guidance – Option (GCSE 9-1)
Subject Exam 

Board
The best way to support at home Key dates this year Resources to access

French Edexcel Monitor homework set on Classcharts 
and check that this is being done
students have adequate support in their 
work booklet to do the tasks. 

Purchase CGP Revision Guide, 
Vocabulary book and Exam Practice 
Workbook - via Parentpay. 
Use of the Sentence Builder 
website to learn vocabulary

Geography AQA Buy the revision guide that the 
geography department will be offering 
this term

There is a compulsory Fieldwork 
trip to Carding Mill Valley in the 
last week of this half term, and a 
compulsory fieldwork trip to 
Birmingham in June

History AQA Use revision and homework tools that 
are provided by the classroom teacher.
This includes Seneca, flash cards and 
question booklets. 

Flash cards will be provided by the 
classroom teacher. 

Spanish Edexcel Encourage students their unit booklets 
which contain all key grammer and 
other activities 
Students should log in to Pearson Active 
Hub to complete activities

All students have a Edecel 
Vocabulary QR codebooklet for 
Quizlet
Purchase CGP Revision Guide via 
Parentpay
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Subject Guidance – Option (GCSE 9-1)
Subject Exam 

Board
The best way to support at home Key dates this year Resources to access

Art & Design OCR Ensure students complete 1 
independent study hour a week
Gallery visits/ other activities that 
encourage creative input. 
60% of the mark is the coursework.

Art Pack offered by the department to 
support independent study. Trips. 
general enthusiasm and interest about 
the subject and its wider career 
opportunities.

Photography

Drama AQA Supporting with their resilience 
through positive reinforcement. Help 
with line learning. Supporting late 
pick ups after exam practice 
rehearsals after school. 

All exams are completed in year 
11 but there will be mocks for all 
practical and written exams in 
year 10. Dates to be confirmed in 
the spring term. 

Media Studies Equcas Encourage students to engage with 
the materials included in their digital 
revision map

Last week of summer term - 
submission of NEA
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Subject Guidance – Option (GCSE 9-1)
Subject Exam 

Board
The best way to support at home Key dates this year Resources to access

GCSE PE AQA Ensuring students are taking part regularly 
in at least one sport outside of school. 
Ensure students are attending extra 
curricular clubs and catch up sessions on 
Fridays after school.

Topic assessments each half 
term and Paper 1 mock in 
summer term

BBC Bitesize / Seneca Learning/ 
Everlearner/ AQA Past papers/ 
Revision Guides/ Flashcards

Design & 
Technology

AQA Ensure students are accessing the online 
resources via their Sharepoint

Topic assessments each half 
term

AQA Exam booklets/revision guides 
available on Amazon.

Music OCR Encouraging them to practice their 
instrument and listen to a wide range of 
music at home!

Instrumental lessons (speak to your 
music teacher to arrange instrumental 
lessons in school)

Computer 
Science

OCR Ensuring child completes all homework set 
and proactively uses Smart Revise to 
practise exam questions.

Working laptop with Python (Idle) 
installed on to allow pupil to develop 
programming skills at home.
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Subject Guidance – Option (Vocational P1-D2*)
Subject Exam 

Board
The best way to support at home Key dates this year Resources to access

Dance Btec Edexcel Ensuring they are up to date with their 
written Non Examined Assessment 
(NEA). 
Using the Pearson Set Assignment Brief 
(released in November)
Checking Class Charts for homework

March - deadline for 
Component 1 NEA

Exemplar work will be shared on 
Teams

Sports Science 
Cambridge 
National

OCR Ensure students are up to date with their 
written Non Examined Assessment 
(NEA). 
Ensure students are completing their 
coursework on Class Charts

March - deadline for Unit 1 
NEA

Resources are distributed in lessons 
and students keep them in their 
plastic wallets
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Home Learning - Seneca

• Seneca is an online platform that can be used as an effective & 
engaging interactive learning and revision tool using
oDual-Coding

o Elaboration 

o Interleaving 

o Spaced practice 

oRetrieval practice 

oConcrete examples

oPractice exam questions 
(AI Auto-marked) 
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Support for your child in school
• How to access subject support

Speak with your subject teacher, they are specialists in their subject! 

• How to access pastoral support

Form Tutor, Mrs Hatton (Pastoral Manager), Mr Finnegan (Head of 
Year),   Mr Coggan (Assistant Headteacher). 

Best times to access is before/after school, break/lunch time, form time. 

• SEND support
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Support for your child at home

•  Stress is the adverse reaction people have to excessive pressure or 

other types of demand placed on them”
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The benefits of stress . . . 
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Identifying stress

• Stress can affect us in four main ways….

• Physical
• Emotional
• Behavioural
• Thoughts
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Crisis support
• Birmingham Mind – crisis support available for urgent mental health help. Ring 0121 262 

3555 for 24/7 hour support.

• NHS – call 999 if you believe someone is at risk, or if you feel you cannot keep yourself or 
someone else safe. 

• Young minds – They have a crisis messenger service across the UK – text ‘YM’ to 85258

• Papyrus – charity for young people experiencing thoughts of suicide under 35 years – 
text 07860 039 967or call 0800 068 4141 (9am-12am midnight). 

• Kooth - A Free, Safe, and Anonymous Online Mental Health Support Service. Open 12pm 
to 10pm on weekdays and 6pm until 10pm on weekends. Open 365 days a year, even on 
Christmas Day!
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Year 10 Work Experience

• Student Launch Assembly: 24th October

• Parent/ Carer Launch Email: Week Beginning 
20th October

• Placements should be secured by 13th 
February

• Students will fill in the organisation contact 
details on the UNIFROG Placement Tool

• Work Experience Week: 8th – 12th June 2026
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Year 10 Work Experience

• Students are expected to find their own placements
• Placements do get booked quickly so encourage them not 

to wait
• Work Experience in the Constituency Office, Solihull must 

be applied for by 31st December.
• Email workexperience@alderbrookschool.org for an 

application form
• Good Luck!

mailto:workexperience@alderbrookschool.org
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