

AQA-style Language Paper 2:
Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives



[image: ]



DISCOVERIES





	SOURCE A: excerpt from Charles Darwin’s ‘The Voyage of the Beagle’, published 1839

In this extract, the author – Charles Darwin – describes his experiences of the native people of Tierra del Fuego, a group of small islands off the southernmost tip of South America, divided between Chile and Argentina. He considers the natives – called Fuegians - to be primitive savages.


While going one day on shore near Wollaston Island, we pulled alongside a canoe with six Fuegians. These were the most miserable creatures I had ever seen. On the east coast the natives wear guanaco cloaks, and on the west they wear seal-skins. Amongst these central tribes the men generally have an otter-skin, or some small scrap about as large as a pocket-handkerchief which is barely sufficient to cover their backs as low down as their loins. It is laced across the breast by strings, and according as the wind blows, shifts from side to side. But these Fuegians in the canoe were quite naked, and even one full-grown woman was absolutely so. It was raining heavily, and the fresh water, together with the spray, trickled down her body.

In another harbour not far away, a woman, who was suckling a recently-born child, came one day alongside our ship, and remained there out of mere curiosity, whilst the sleet fell and thawed on her naked body, and on the skin of her naked baby! These poor wretches were stunted in their growth, their hideous faces decorated with white paint, their skins filthy and greasy, their hair entangled, their voices unpleasant, and their gestures violent. Viewing such men, it is difficult to accept they are fellow human beings, inhabitants of the same world.

At night five or six human beings, naked and scarcely protected from the wind and rain of this stormy climate, sleep on the wet ground coiled up like animals. Whenever it is low tide, winter or summer, night or day, they must pick shellfish from the rocks; and the women either dive to collect sea-eggs, or sit patiently in their canoes, and with a baited hair-line without any hook, jerk out little fish. If a seal is killed, or the floating carcass of a rotting whale is discovered, it is a feast; and such miserable food is assisted by a few tasteless berries and fungi.

Their country is a broken mass of wild rocks, lofty hills, and useless forests: and these are viewed through mists and endless storms. The habitable land is reduced to the stones on the beach. In search of food they are forced to wander endlessly from spot to spot, and so steep is the coast that they can only move about in their primitive canoes. They cannot know the feeling of having a home, and still less that of domestic affection; for the husband is to his wife like a brutal master to his hard-working slave.
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SOURCE B: an excerpt from Howard Carter’s diary

This account appears in the diaries of Howard Carter, the English archaeologist and Egyptologist who discovered the tomb of an Ancient Egyptian king called Tutankhamen. It describes the opening of the king’s tomb on 26th November, 1922.

	
Feverishly we cleared away the remaining last scraps of rubbish on the floor of the passage, until we had only the clean sealed doorway before us. After making preliminary notes, we made a tiny hole in the top left-hand corner to see what was beyond. Darkness and the iron testing rod told us that there was empty space. Perhaps another descending staircase? Or maybe a chamber?

Candles were lit—the all-important tell-tale sign for foul gases when opening an ancient subterranean excavation—and I widened the hole and by means of the candle looked in, while Lord Carnarvon and the others waited in anxious expectation…

It was sometime before I could see as the hot air escaping caused the candle to flicker, but as soon as my eyes became accustomed to the glimmer of light the interior of the chamber gradually loomed before me, with its strange and wonderful medley of extraordinary and beautiful objects heaped upon one another…

There was naturally some suspense for those present who could not yet see, because when Lord Carnarvon said to me ‘Can you see anything?’ I replied to him ‘Yes, wonderful things.’ I then carefully made the hole large enough for both of us to see. With the light of an electric torch as well as an additional candle, we looked in.

Our sensations and astonishment are difficult to describe as the better light revealed to us the marvellous collection of treasures : two strange ebony-black statues of a King, gold-sandalled, loomed out from the cloak of darkness; gilded couches in strange forms, lion-headed, Hathor-headed, and beast infernal; exquisitely painted, inlaid, and ornamental caskets; alabaster vases, strange black shrines, with a gilded monster snake appearing from within; quite ordinary looking white chests; finely carved chairs; a golden inlaid throne; beneath our very eyes, in the doorway, a lovely wishing-cup made from alabaster; and, lastly, a confusion of overturned parts of chariots glinting with gold, peering from amongst which was a statue.

The first impression suggested the property-room of an opera of a vanished civilization. Our sensations were bewildering and full of strange emotion. We questioned one another as to the meaning of it all. Was it a tomb or merely a cache? A sealed doorway between the two sentinel statues proved there was more beyond, and with the numerous cartouches bearing the name of Tutankhamen on most of the objects before us, there was little doubt that there behind was the grave of the Pharaoh.
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Q1: Read Source A. 
        SHADE four statements below which are TRUE. 		[4 marks]

1. Darwin thinks the Fuegians enjoy a balanced diet. 

2. The weather on the island is usually misty and stormy.

3. Darwin considers the Fuegians to be civilised.

4. The canoe contained six Fuegian people.

5.  The weather on the island is usually sunny and calm.

6. The men in the central tribe wear otter skins. 

7. The Fuegians decorate their skin with white paint. 



Q2: Refer to Source A and Source B. 
       What can you infer about each writer’s attitude to their discovery?	 											
[8 Marks]


Q3: Now refer to Source B. 
        How does the writer use language to convey his excitement at his 
        discovery?
										[12 marks]


Q4: Compare how the two writers convey their different attitudes to the 
        discovery they describe.
      
         In your answer you should:
· compare their different attitudes and feelings to their discovery
· comment on the methods they use to convey their attitudes
· support your response with references to both texts

[16 marks]

Section B: Writing

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.
Write in full sentences.
You are reminded of the need to plan your answer.
You should leave enough time to check your work at the end.

	
Q5

A school governor has said:

“Overseas school trips are expensive, of little real benefit to students and should be banned.”           

Write a letter to your headteacher, persuading her to reconsider and explain the benefits.

(24 marks for content and organisation
16 marks for technical accuracy)

[40 marks]
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