AQA-style Language Paper 2:
Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives
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SERIAL KILLERS

Two non-fiction texts on 
the same theme or topic





Source A: a reference book on serial killers
THE GHOULISH AND UNFORGETTABLE CRIMES OF MURDERER 
AND GRAVE-ROBBER, ED GEIN
This extract describes an American serial killer called Ed Gein. He did odd jobs as a handyman, and babysat local children — while seen as maybe a little odd, he was nonetheless invited into their homes and offered a seat at their dinner table. He later became known as the Plainfield Butcher. He committed his crimes in the 1950s.
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On the opening day of hunting season in the fall of 1957, almost all the menfolk of Plainfield were off looking for deer. All except Gein, who was ironically known for being squeamish at the sight of blood and uncomfortable with the idea of hunting.

He stopped in to see Bernice Worden at Worden’s Hardware and Implement Store, where he picked up some anti-freeze. He’d brought a .22-caliber bullet with him in his pocket, which he put into one of the hunting rifles for sale in the shop, and took down Worden. When her disappearance from the store was noted, along with a pool of blood reminiscent of the Mary Hogan scene, Gein’s name was noticed in the receipts from his anti-freeze purchase.

The police rushed to the Gein farmhouse, but found it deserted, as Gein was having supper with some neighbours. While a couple of cops went to look for Gein for questioning, and ended up arresting him, others began to poke around his property, looking for anything suspicious. The horrors they found ensured Gein’s place in the history of depraved killers and ghouls, despite his only being known to have slain two people, and only ever tried for one murder.

Police found the body of Bernice Worden, headless, suspended upside-down, gutted and “dressed” as one would a deer. Gein’s gloomy and decay- and stench-filled home offered even more nightmares. Just a few other findings, among many, were human skulls on his bedposts and used for soup bowls, a pair of lips hanging on a window shade, a belt made from human skin, a skin lamp shade, an oatmeal box full of brain matter, and, hanging on a wall, nine human faces, fashioned into masks. One of these had belonged to Mary Hogan. Bernice Worden’s heart was found on Gein’s stove.

When it became clear that the remains of Hogan and Worden were the only two of the many found that could be linked to any disappearances, Gein explained that he had collected all the other human remains from robbing local graves.

Under investigation for murder in 1957, he was interrogated by District Attorney Earl Kileen. Gein admitted: “I started to visit graveyards in the area regularly about 18 months after my mother died. Most nights, I would just stand and have private conversations … with my ma…. Other times, I couldn’t make myself go home without raisin’ one of ’em up first. Maybe on about nine occasions, I took somebody, or part of somebody, home with me. It was kind of an evil spirit I couldn’t control.” Gein explained that he was able to get away with this for a period of about five years, as he always left the graves in “apple-pie order” when he was finished robbing them. He went on to state that he would watch the obituaries for when women, particularly those with a similar body type to his mother, were laid to rest and visit the next night to steal their corpses, as he had begun to have “an uncontrollable desire to see a woman’s body.” Some accounts claim that he did also dig up his mother’s corpse and bring her home.
One of the grisliest artefacts found was basically a woman suit — a pair of skin leggings and a vest made from a torso…




Source B: A newspaper article reporting a murder the night before, linked to Jack the Ripper.
HORROR UPON HORROR.           THE STAR   LONDON. MONDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER, 1888.
WHITECHAPEL IS PANIC-STRICKEN AT ANOTHER FIENDISH CRIME.
A FOURTH VICTIM OF THE MANIAC.
A Woman is Found Murdered Under Circumstances Exceeding in Brutality 
the Three Other Whitechapel Crimes.
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	London lies to-day under the spell of a great terror. A nameless reprobate - half beast, half man - is at large, who is daily gratifying his murderous instincts on the most miserable and defenceless classes of the community. There can be no shadow of a doubt now that our original theory was correct, and that the Whitechapel murderer, who has now four, if not five, victims to his knife, is one man, and that man a murderous maniac. There is murderer in our midst. Hideous malice, deadly cunning, insatiable thirst for blood - all these are the marks of the mad homicide. The ghoul-like creature who stalks through the streets of London, stalking down his victim like a Pawnee Indian, is simply drunk with blood, and he will have more. The question is, what are the people of London to do? Whitechapel is garrisoned with police and stocked with plain-clothes men. Nothing comes of it. The police have not even a clue. They are in despair at their utter failure to get so much as a scent of the criminal.

Now we have a moral to draw and a proposal to make. We have carefully investigated the causes of the miserable and calamitous breakdown of the police system. They are chiefly two: (1) the inefficiency and timidity of the detective service, owing to the manner in which Sir Charles has placed it in leading strings and forbidden it to move except under instructions; (2) the inadequate local knowledge of the police. To add to the list of clumsy follies which have made Sir CHARLES WARREN'S name stink in the nostrils of the people of London, the CHIEF COMMISSIONER has lately transferred the whole of the East-end detectives to the West and moved the West-end men to the East.  Our reporters have discovered that the Whitechapel force knows little of the criminal haunts of the neighbourhood. Now, this is a state of things which obtains in no other great city in the world but London, and is entirely due to our centralised system. In New York the local police know almost every brick in every den in the district, and every felon or would-be felon who skulks behind it. In Whitechapel many of the men are new to their work, and others who have two or three years' local experience have not been trained to the special work of vigilant and ceaseless inspection of criminal quarters.

Now there is only one thing to be done at this moment: the people of the East-end must become their own police. They must form themselves at once into Vigilance Committees. There should be a central committee, which should map out the neighbourhood into districts, and appoint the smaller committees. These again should at once devote themselves to volunteer patrol work at night, as well as to general detective service. The unfortunates who are the objects of the man-monster's malignity should be shadowed by one or two of the amateur patrols. They should be cautioned to walk in couples. Whistles and a signalling system should be provided, and means of summoning a rescue force should be at hand. We are not sure that every London district should not make some effort of the kind, for the murderer may choose a fresh quarter now that Whitechapel is being made too hot to hold him.

The hunt for the madman in our midst must begin in earnest; but the bloodhounds must be fed.





Q1: Read Source A.
        Shade four correct statements.
        Choose a maximum of four statements.

1. Ed Gein enjoyed hunting.
2. Bernice Worden was killed with a .22 calibre bullet. 
3. Gein recollected robbing at least 8 graves.
4. Hogan and Worden’s remains were the only ones identified. 
5. Ed Gein was uncomfortable with hunting. 
6. Gein recalled robbing at least 9 graves.
7. Bernadette Worden was killed with a .22 calibre bullet. 
8. None of Gein’s victims were ever identified. 


Q2.  Refer to Source A and Source B.
         What can you infer about the differences in the ways 
         that these killers’ behaviours are each described?			[8 marks]
 

Q3. Now read Source B.
        How does the writer use language to convey his opinions of the killer?
										         [12 marks]

Q4. Now refer to both Source A and Source B.
        Compare how the two writers convey their different perspectives                                        
        of the murderers that they describe.
       
        In your answer, you should:

· Compare their different perspectives of the murderers they describe
· Comment on the methods they use to convey their feelings
· Support your response with references to both texts               [16 marks]


__________________________________________________________________________________

Section B: Writing
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.
Write in full sentences.
You are reminded of the need to plan your answer.
You should leave enough time to check your work at the end.


	
Q5

“Zoos are disgusting! Imprisoned in small enclosures, animals are denied the right to live freely and naturally. They should be wild, not the object of our entertainment.”

Write an article for your school magazine, giving your views on this subject.

(24 marks for content and organisation
16 marks for technical accuracy)
[40 marks]
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